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On Sunday night of Parashat Korah, at the beginning of the 12th of Tammuz 5776 (July 11, 2016), 
Cantor Ethan Goldberg asked for a proper nosah (noi, “wording”) of a traditional ketubbah ( 
nana, a “writ” testifying the enaction of a Jewish marriage) including both the “Lieberman clause” 
(wherein it is agreed upon that the force of the Rabbinical Assembly’s and the Jewish Theological 
Seminary’s Joint Bet Din is sufficient for the nullification of the engagement and marriage of a 
couple wherein one partner is preventing the other from undergoing desired divorce proceedings) 
and reference to the enactment of marriage by the wife’s purchasing of the husband (whereas 
Jewish marriage is recognized in Mishnaic times as a man’s purchasing of a woman). In 
accordance with Rabbi Ethan Tucker—who is the Rosh Yeshivah (n2w ws, “the head of the 
yeshivah [the institution of ‘sitting’ for study of traditional Jewish texts”) of Yeshivat Hadar in 
New York, NY—who has ruled that one mode of egalitarian Jewish marriages that follow 
Halakhah (A297, the “walking” through life along and on the path of Jewish law) would require 
both a ketubbah that declares a husband’s purchasing of a wife (which has been common Jewish 
practice for over a dozen centuries) and a ketubbah declaring a wife’s purchasing of a husband 
(which is more “unheard of”). The latter is so rarely written that I found no trace of such a text’s 
existence in the results yielded in my Google searching. 

For the convenience of all searching for two such parallel texts, I am transcribing below 
both texts below. 

Though no ancient precedent exists for the ketubbah declaring a wife’s purchasing her 
husband and referencing a groom-price that is something of a male equivalent to declaring the 
betulot (nina, “maidenhood”—variably understood to reference “virginity,” “female 
youthfulness,” or some combination of these two traits), I placed into the ketubbah enacted by the 
woman’s purchasing a husband reference to bar ne’urim (0193 1a, a “child of youth”—an 
intentionally ambiguous classification). Also, in the case of masculizing the phrase mibbey avu’ah 
(ax an, “from the house of her father”—inscribed in a ketubbah when the father of a bride [or, 
in our case, the father of a groom] is still alive) or mibbey nasha (XW1?an, “from the house of the 
father-in-law””) (if the father has passed), I have included the option of “the home of her being 
raised” (for a bride) or “the home of his being raised” (for a groom), for either partner may have 
no father or have a father whose state of being alive or deceased is unknown. At the end of this 
responsum, I have included a side-by-side view of the two ketubbah texts. As many traditions 


exist for what constitutes a “traditional” text, it must be noted that, in the case of this particular 
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responsum, I have followed the text titled “Conservative Ketubah Text (with Lieberman Clause; 
with or without English)” accessed online at http://ketubahworks.com/ketubah-texts/. 
In the texts below, I have inserted several blank spaces underlined with a number over the 


underline. A guide to what to do with each enumerated blank space also appears below. 


Rabbi Jonah Gabriel Rank 
Thursday | 15 Tammuz 5776 / July 21, 2016 


Upon the night of the 21st of Tammuz 5776 (Tuesday July 26, 2016), I find myself 
returning to this responsum in order to thank Cantor Goldberg for his noting very importantly 
that the language of the ketubbah that focuses on the wife’s enacting the marriage through the 
purchase of her husband may in fact be subject to significant variation. I have written below still: 
hevi li leva’al (5929 *) 17, the utterance of the bride as “Be to me as my husband”). However, 
Cantor Goldberg has stated in the name of his teacher, Rabbi Tucker, that it is possible in this 
place to state instead any one of the following eight locutions—for, some might argue that stating 
hevi li Jeva’al may come across to the witnesses as being so similar to the statement of the 
husband to the wife that the witnesses might think they have witnessed /alifin (~5"9n a ceremony 
of merely “exchanging” one person for another), whereas the intention of these two ketubbot is to 
clarify that two purchases neither of which would nullify the other has occurred. These eight 
potential substitutes may be understood to be less parallel to the husband’s statement of Aevi li 
Je‘intu (1nix? "9 19, “Be to me as my wife”), and this language is, as Cantor Goldberg stated in his 
e-mail to me, that the follwoing eight expressions are based on the Shulhan Arukh: (A) harey 
attah me’oras li (*) 07iNA TAX I, “Behold, you are engaged to me”); (B) Aarey attah ishi (AX 7 
wx, “Behold, you are my man;”) (C) heyeh Ii le’ish (wx 99 m7, (“Be to me as a man”); (D) 


hit’ares li (*) o>Kna, “Be engaged to me”); (E) Aarey attah zekuki (*pipt AMX 170, “Behold, you are 
my dependent”); (F) hizdakkek li (*) ppt, “Become dependent upon me”); (G) harey attah 
kanuy li °°) 137 NAN 17, “Behold, you are acquired by me”); (H) Aarey attah birshuti (AAX 7 
‘mwa, “Behold, you are within my domain”). Despite all of this, it is important that my own 
opinion is that it is more fitting here to use Aramaic (rather than the Hebrew phrasing in the 
eight options above) to translate in the ketubbah that which the bride says to her groom beneath 
the Auppah (nan, the wedding “canopy”), just as it is appropriate for her (just as it is appropriate 
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for him) to utter the words enacting the acquisition in Hebrew itself, which is the language in 
which the eight utterances above appear. In accordance with this, it is appropriate for the scribe of 
the ketubbah that explicates the bride’s purchasing the husband to write the exact text that I 
wrote below, yet it is still acceptable for the bride to state orally any of the above eight utterances. 
And one final note: For any wedding that takes place between September 19, 2039 (which 
is the beginning of the Jewish calendrical year of 5800) and September 24, 2139 (which is the 
beginning of the Jewish calendrical year of 5900), in place of the phrase ushva me’ot (nixXn yaw, 
“and seven hundred”), the scribe should write ushmoneh me’ot (nixn Asin, “and eight 
hundred”). It is my belief that, by the year 5900, a different egalitarian method of Jewish marriage 
will have been agreed to be fitting in with Jewish legal requirements such that no ketubbah in this 


document will be exactly usable by then. 


I return yet again on Monday night of the week during which we read Parashat Devarim, 
on the 5th night of the month of Mena/em Av in the year 5776—for questions have been raised 
regarding the source of the teaching in the name of Rabbi Ethan Tucker. In my first publishing of 
this responsum, I made an egregious error and implied that Rabbi Tucker ruled that an egalitarian 
ketubbah requires that two acts of kinyan (“acquiring” of another spouse) take place (with the 
husband purchasing the wife, and the wife purchasing the husband); however, this implication is 
false and faulty. Rather, it is more correct to note that Rabbi Tucker, in his communications with 
Cantor Shoshi Rosenbaum and Cantor Ethan Goldberg (whom she intends to marry), articulated 
that there are a few proper methods within the bounds of halakhah that enable the enactment of 
egalitarian Jewish marriage, and one such method includes two acts of kinyan. And, I have in fact 
seen excerpts of Rabbi Tucker’s e-mail exchange with the two Cantors, and I happily verify that 


their approach to their egalitarian Jewish marriage meets the standards of Rabbi Tucker. 


One additional note: Rabbi Tucker, as I have now learned, wrote in this message that it is not 
clear that a kinyan whereby a woman acquires a husband needs to include the phrase kedat 
mosheh veyisra’el (O87 NWI N72, “in accordance with the law of Mosheh and Yisra’el”), and, 
though it was unclear to him whether including this phrase was worth including, he also did not 
forbid it. 
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A Key to the Numerals | n190n*” 120 


: (the grammatically feminine number of the day of the week) | WAWAYW DYN 190 

YY PWN 29999 PWwIWA 29WA THN 

L(WTIN VND '2T NR OPA WTIN VND ION ,T?Y ON ,O) Wt NWY3 wTNAY OYA T90N 
the grammatically masculine number of the day in the month, and, if applicable, a reference to the) 
(date being the first day of a two-day Rosh Hodesh 

07) AYAVA DD AVWA ,DID AYN 0 AYAINA ID NWSW! OND Wa TNNA 

JO)? AWY AYIWA ,DY TYY O94 0D AYWY THNA 09 AAWYA OV AYWNA ,OID ANNwWA 
yO) WY ADINYA ,OY AY AVYAVA ,OY AVY AVY] ,OY AY AYMAN ,BY WY NyaINA 

0) DAW) AYIWA ,OY DOAWY) 09949 OY DAW) TNNA ,0) DAWA OY WY AYWHNA 
AINIVA ,OY DAVY) NYA] ,OY DAVY) NYY ,OY DAVY) NWN. ,BY OOAVY) NYyAINA 
(UTINA DY] WIN VRA NAY) sO DPW WA OY DWH) AYWHA ,OY DAW) 

(the name of the month) | wTINN OW 

the grammatically feminine number of the year in) | []) [(Wwy n219D) :nap) Nya AWA AS0N 
("the form of “[tens] and [single digit] 

VOY AVY DAY DAVY DAN AVY YWN ADDY YAY WY WON YAN woW ONY NAN 
DAVY AVY YUN DAVY ANY DAVY YAY AVY WY IVY WON ,AAWY VAIN ,DAWY 
DAVY YY) DAVY WON) D>AWY ,YIINd DAVY WW) DIVY ONY) DAWY NNN) D>YY 
JDVIIN ...TAN) DYIIN YIN ..nAN) DwoY WY YUM D>YY ADDY) DAVY yaw) 
JNINY) DYAY YAW) DYAY WW) DYAY ..D YAY ..NNND OMY WY ...nAN) DWN 
D91DY ,YAINI DM NNY ,WIW) ODDIDY ,OONW) ODIDY NNN) DDIDY ,ODIDY ,AYWN) DYaAYW 
NAN) DYVYN OYUN YUN) 0999Y 9919) DONNY YAW) O99Y WH) DIY WIN) 
DYUT YAW) DYWN WY) DYWH WON) DYWH IInd DYN WW) DYWh ONY) DYYN 
YUM) DYN 9190) 

(the name of the location) | DIIN DW 

(the name of the groom) | JNNN Jv »079n DW 

(the names of the parenthood of the groom) | JNNA inn DW OPYwNN D»DTNN Ninw 

NIN ANYPwI? 779N 

I NAUN NNN NNN ,NNDIN ,NNAA 

(a reference to the Jewish legal femininity of the bride) 

(the name of the bride) | N79N Jw ro 79N OW 

(the names of the parenthood of the bride) | AIDN ANN DW DP WN D»DT9N Nw 

("for a bride deemed betuleta, “maiden) | "NnJ1nNI” ND) NYPwId 

NIN TD 999 NT NN NT 905 9D95)NS TAIN 

AN s(if her father is living) | 1°2N °7N ON 

;7NI04 :(if she is a maiden or he is of youthful age) | NIN PNY) 92 IN NN AINA ON 

ywransa (otherwise) | NINN 
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‘ANID :(if she is a maiden or he is of youthful age) | NIN PNY) 92 IN NN AINA ON 
prawn :(otherwise) | NINN 

;JNNID :(if she is a maiden or he is of youthful age) | NIN PNY) 92 IN NN 7IINA ON 
ANN (otherwise) | NINN 

:(a reference to the Jewish legal masculinity of the groom) | JNNN IMw NI 7997 
NAD VPNAYIT 902 SPNIVNR HDT RAD ,NIANN NAVD 

| "nryst rvA” ADD MWwN?I 

("for a groom deemed beyomey dena’aruteyh, “in the days of his youth) 
NIVPUNTD TINT NN 1017 QOD PAY? TAI 

|"PNIYR NMNT NIA” ANID NW NI 

("for a groom deemed gavra demitat iteteyh, “a man whose wife had passed away) 
92479 JI ONT ANID 9007 NIT OTP 9 NN ANA TNIONN 909 

:("for a groom deemed metorkha, “divorcé) | "ND7NN” NNDA Mw nd 

TOOTH ANID NT PMD°NN 90 

"NIA DNV IN "NVI" IN 7D NW NI 

("for a groom deemed giyyora, “convert,” or gavra “a man) 

TI WNT ANID 909% 09 

AN :(if his father is living) | PAN °7N ON 

;NW) :(if his father is deceased) | PAN 109) ON 

| (PAN IMA NAD NI ON DON) PT 792 WON 

,possible to be used in all scenarios) 


99934 :(even when it is unknown whether his father is living or who his father is 


99 YIO INODD VAIDI YOIN DNON N'9D Po’ NIAID NW 


14 


15 


16 


17 


18 


"IIAND QIVO” DDIID D2 IN N'INION NAINDID 'IWNW NOI :dY 


SNUN NN Np YIN na nama 


DOIN Nwan nw__ (3) wtna__ (2) 3a nawa__(1) 4 
(5) 2 ND pay WNW pr? DIY NNI29__ (4) MND yaw 
na_(9) (8) NTNI ND WN_ (7) 72 (6) NN pr 


VPPINI NION NIN INW? AWN NTD ININI 7D onIN (10) 
pnooat pra pra md9ND D9 °>M DIINNI PrN 
(11) 099 NODA) Nowa ypmwad poor por prapw 
NYIN 9D NWN 9M Jy 2D971901 °D>NID) »D99000) 
Ny MT NKWNTD pT ININI Wd MM NT (9) N79 NAY) 
>yNNA powsna pa anta pa qv72 pa__(12) an 9D 
(7) poy Dap DDN NDAYT OWIMVW>A AYT -wIDwWA NWIIIT 
pT ynn__ (7) asd qs 40D OPPIpr_—_(13) TY 
DANN WAS 40D OPPIPt___(14) TY MDT YO AD yom 
\nn__ (7) WON 721 WAN 409 OPPIpt__(15)__99N JO 3799 
NT NNHADINI pT wWNT NT NNAND Www NyPaANN yt 
YDI2 AN ASW 9D YA yIANA onaANA onwW Jy Oy mdAP 
NPN? RON PNYT engpPT Naw 9D MINN 9 MNT py») 
ym yn. NYPANN PAD md NyANN pnd MNT por 
PT NNT NT NNN Www pry yas prarzyy pNrainr 
MINT) YN] °NOND DYT NDIA 79 :1999N) PN NT NNAVIM 
NNT NT NNANI Wv Win NvPANN) OFyd1 pT Nay ya 
WY 9D WIND PT YNN__ (6) poy DAP NT NNAvDIM pT 
pnd prvyn 9NIw M22 pant Mmnavind mand 
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pray mMD9ND NNYWNT NNWNA ynAYN rN» 3D INI 
YMwa) Jy NIAPD wHd0NI PMwWAd MyIA WAY) PRT? 
NYINT YIIT NVITA MAN yAIT NNwI9T NYT mA 
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